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Abstract

Religious discourse in Iraqi satellite channels

Dr. Alaa Mustafa

Religious discourse gains its importance from religion, which is
the most influential factor in traditional societies and the most
capable of crystallizing and formulating their goals, because of
its wide space in the map of collective consciousness, which are
capabilities that enable it to mobilize society, especially in
periods of weakness of the impact of political power because of
the bridges of trust between it and society. And a psychological
factor that gives the latter an internal stability that dispels fears
of crises.

Religion is a phenomenon that includes all societies, and it gives
the cover of legitimacy and enables the beneficiary to take the
initiative and rely in the field of movement on a force that has
an impact on the souls and a tool that has the power of action in
the social movement.

The importance increases when it moves from the space of
mosques and majlis specific to a qualitative audience and in
numbers that do not rise to the capacity of the general audience,
which gave satellite channels to the source of religious discourse
the opportunity to interact with a wider audience, which is
characterized by its ability in cultural, political and social life,
being a platform for expressing opinions, building ideas,
perpetuating discussion, making symbols and marketing them.



Religious discourse has advantages if it proceeds on systematic
lines, and at the same time its dangers emerge according to its
different orientations and the intersection of its goals according
to the visions of the source and maker of the discourse, which
are risks that cause fragmentation of society, fuel rivalries and
reinforce division, which are considerations that sort out the
research problem based on revealing the ambiguity surrounding
the religious discourse in Iragi satellite channels and its
directions. And the extent of its independence from the
prevailing patterns of religiosity and its commitment to paths far
from excitement and consumption and defined by targeted
strategies to change reality and improve it.

The research aims to achieve the following goals:

The research aims to achieve the following goals:

1- Identifying the content of religious discourse on Iraqi satellite
channels.

2- Revealing the depth of the connotations and their social
heritage in the discourse.

3- Statement of the methods employed in the discourse.

4- Show the grooming employed in the speech?

Research Methodology:

The research is descriptive in terms of type, and it deals with a
specific phenomenon in the context of a systematic scientific
description and tries to discover a situation, and describes the
characteristics of a specific society or a specific situation in
order to explain it, by adopting comparisons that break down the
phenomenon and study the facts to reach their meanings and put
them in a clear format, and adopts the survey approach for what
It has the possibilities of obtaining information and data related
to the phenomenon framed by a specific period of time, and it
adopts the method of discourse analysis; To reveal the content
of the discourse, its components and its connotations, and to try
to sense its latent by following the context and linking it to the
social space to determine its dimensions.

The research reached a set of results and conclusions, which are:
1- The transformation of religious discourse into a media
industry that is subject to the requirements of the stage, the taste



of the audience, and the nature of competition between
channels, without adopting an explicit strategy that changes the
dominant patterns of religiosity based on sanctification into an
atmosphere open to criticism and discussion.

2- Employing the power of symbols and semiotic signs with
historical roots framing religious addresses and references and
adopting them as constants in discussing the stage and its
events, and trying to build reality with the features and borders
of history.

3- The predominance of the emotional nature and its dominance
over the programs that aim to elevate the thought by employing
stimulations that mimic the emotion and the absence of the
argument that addresses the mind, which is a prevalence that
takes into account the nature of polarization at the expense of
the content.

4- The presence of sectarian identity in the discourse through
narratives that simulate the sub-identity based on separating the
supporter from the opposition and even the neutral sometimes
through a coding system that feeds on the sect’s heritage to
build a special identity and define its features, an identity that is
expanding across the sect’s side sometimes to sub-headings
taken from the jurisprudence of its leaders Its symbols are
features of producing a political identity with religious features.
5- The emergence of a qualitative discourse on some satellite
channels that is characterized by balance, takes into account the
participants, and searches for logical arguments that overcome
the emotional aspects in discussing history in order to reach a
scene of coexistence and harmony.

6- The absence of balance in the selection of guests in the talk
shows, which affects the image and disturbs the balance of the
arguments and shows the preference of one party over the other,
with an indication that the size of the appearance of exciting
personalities prevails over scholars and jurists who are
characterized by scientific discourse far from emotional
charging.



7- The emergence of a diversification in how to market the
discourse through the use of images and dramatic scenes that
reinforce the idea and provide the viewer with the possibility of
reincarnation and thus moving to the time of the event and
drawing from its sources.

These are conclusions that require the opponents to develop a
strategy based on a dialogue that searches for participants and
leaves the spaces of inflammation, and seeks to prevail over the
values of coexistence and acceptance of the other and dealing
with its privacy with respect that eliminates the space of fear
and thus produces an identity with a coherent cultural and social
fabric, which are aspects that can be achieved through the path
that:

1- Adopting a rational media discourse that prevails over
arguments and evidence over charged emotional appeals,
combats incitement and hatred, adheres to scientific criteria in
selecting speaking personalities, and abandons the reverence of
the ego and the demonization of the other.

2- Establishing observatories to follow up and analyze the
discourse according to a scientific methodology, and then using
the monitoring data to find out the reason behind the extremist
discourse, why it is shared, why it is promoted, and why it is
accepted and repeated.

3- Issuing monthly or periodic statements that include the results
of the monitoring and sending them to the concerned authorities
for the purpose of alerting them and providing the official
authorities with monitoring and follow-up of the steps taken and
publishing them in the media to create a pressing public opinion
that prevents procrastination.

4- Urging media institutions to provide a tolerant stream, block
everything that intersects with the foundations of coexistence,
and try to obtain international support that enhances this path
and provides incentives to support it.

5- Organizing annual conferences ending with the distribution of
encouragement passports to institutions, organizations and



individuals who adhered to the constants and excelled in
diversifying the discourse and issuing moral evaluation
regulations that raise their status.



